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A Locality of Decapoda in the Muschelkalk 
of North-Eastern Poland 

INTRODUCTION 

ThelI'e are not many localities of Decapoda in the Trias of Central 
Europe. M,QS,t ·of them have been repor'ted from the Muschelkalk of Wir~ 
tembergia and Franconia (R. Forster, 1967, 1973). Most of the Decapoda 
reported from the ,area of Pol,and originat.e from the Muschelkalk of U p
per Silesia and w,ere deserribed by P. Assmann (1927). 

The specimen deseribed below is the first identifiable remnant of De
capoda from MuS!chelkalk deposits in North-Eastern Poland. It w.as enco
untered in the core of fborehole Olszyny IG-l, situated ,about 10 km to 
the east of S:zezytno. 

The Muschelkalk deposits in borehole Olszyny IG-1 form ,a complex 
of carbonate and calcareous claystone rocks, which is 18 m thick. These 
rocks contain characteristic Muschelkalk macrofauna and characteristic 
Lower Muschelkalk microfauna. These sediments represent only the Lo
wer Musehelkalk {A. Szyperko-Sliwezynska, 1967) and their upper sur
face is erosionaL 

PALAEONTOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION 

Family Glypheidae Win c k 1 e r, 1883 

Genus Aspidogaster Ass m ann, 1927 

Aspidogaster limicola (K 0 n i g, 1920) 
(PI. I, Fig. la,b) 

1920 Litogaster LimicoLa novo sp.; H. Konig: Zur Kenntnis des unteren Trochitenkalkes in Nord
lichen Kraichgau, vol. 13, p. 17, tab. 1, fig. 2-8. 

1927 Aspidogaster limicoLa Ko n i g sp.; P. Assmann: Die Decapodenkrebse des deutschen 
Muschelkalks, vol. 48, p. 342-343. 
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1927 Litogaster tiefenbachensis n. sp.; P. Assmann: ibidem, p. 350-352, tab. 11, fig. 4-7; tab. 13, 
fig. 5-7. 

1967 Aspidogaster LimicoLa (K 0 n i g 1920); R. Forster: Die reptanten Dekapoden der Trias, vol. 
137, p. 156-158, Abb. 8, tab. 10, fig. 1; tab. 11, fig. 8-9. 

1973 Aspidogaster LimicoLa (K 0 n i g 1920); R. Forster: Krebse aus der Trias von Oberfranken, 
vol. 23, p. 98-99, Abb. 1, tab. 3, fig. 2-3. 

M ate r i a 1: one specimen with a well-preserved cepha1othorax, broken-off right part and 
the terminal part of rostrum. IG - 1356. H. 1. 
Dim ens ion s in mm: 

Cephalothorax Gastric region Cardiac region Branchial region 
length 34 15 9 10 

height 16 

Des cri p t i 0. n. Ou tline of cephalothorax, its proportions of dimens
iorns, 'and sculptUlre are -characteristk of this species. Gastric r,egion -cov
ered with ridges 'whieh run parallel in ,a front-end direct1on. A ridg.e 
which runs along the ·axis of the ·cephalothorax is oove!red in its ter;minal 
part with low, spine-like papillae, which disappear towards the front. 
Simila;r, ,although somewhat larger papillae ,cover the :remaining ridges 
along their whole lerngth; two. of these ridg.es are situated at .an equal 
distance (about 2-2.5 mm); the third external one, is situated at a dist
ance about 1.5 as much (about 4.5 mm). Towards the front, the gastric 
region passes. into ,the rostrum, which is about 2 lmm wide 'at the hase. 
The frontal part of the rostrum is hroken off in the specimen described 
here. 

Cerv]call glroov;e i,s very deep, the braiI1chiocaiTdiac groove somewhat less 
deep. Ca.rdiac lTeg~on eov,ered with prominent, few papillae. Fine, eom
ma-like spines, directed tow,ards the front of the cephalothorax, are vi
sible ,along the branchiocardia-c groove. 

The whole branchia[ region is eovered with ddstt:tnct rou:ndish nodu
les, which ar,e l,arge:r in ,the frontal part of the region ,and smaller in .the 
rema':iming palrt. They all appear against the baekground of a very fine, 
reticulate SCUlpture. 

Rem .a r k s. The dimens10ns of thecepha1othorax ,are similar to those 
of the specimens of. Aspidogaster limicola (H. Konig, 1920) descrihed by 
R. Forst.er (1973) from the UppeT Muschel;kalk in Kreuzherg nBalT Dorfles 
(Franeonia); thus it is a large specimen. 

Because of the scanty material at her disposa.l the present author 
cannot express heT own opinion on the proposition made by M. F. Glaes
sneT (1969) that a new generic name - Paralitogaster - should he intro
duced to lcomprise the species described here. 

o c cur r en c e. Aspidogaster limicola (K 0 ([1 i g) was found in Lower 
Mus!chelkalk deposlits of horehole Olszyny IG-1 (NOirth-E:as1teTIll iPolrand). 
Other specimens of this speeies aTe known from Upper Muschelikalk de
posilts in Wirtemhergia and Franconi,a. 
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o ZNALEZISKU DECAPODA W WAPIENIU MUSZLOWYM 
POLNOCNO-WSCHODNIEJ POLSKI 

Streszczenie 

Opisany okaz, oznaczony jako Aspidogaster limicola (K 0 n i g), znaleziony zostal 
w utworach dolnego wapienia muszlowego otworu wiertniczego Olszyny IG-l (okolo 
10 km na wsch6d od Szczytna). Oka'z stanowi jeden, dobrze zachowany cephalo
thorax 'Z odlamanq cz~sciq pfJawq i zaJkoticzeniem rostrum. Jest to okaz duzy, zbli
zony rozmiarami do okaz6w op'isywanych przez R. Forstera (1973) z g6a:nego wapie
nia muszlowego z Kreuzberg pod Dorfles (Franlkonia). 

AHHa lllMTIEPKO-CJUIBqMHbCKA 

o HAXO,[(KE DECAPODA B -p AKOBMHHOM M3BECTIUlKE 
CEBEPO·BOCTOKA TIOJIblllM 

Pe310Me 

OIlHC3HHhIR o6pa3e:u:, o603HalfeHHhIR KaK Aspidogaster limicola Ko n i g, 6WI o6HaPY)l(eH 

B OTJIO)l(eBlUIX paKOBIDlHoro 1I3BeCTIDIKa B CKBa)l(lIHe OJIhIIIllHhI Mr-l (OKOJIO 10 KM K BOCTOKY 

OT il(:aTHa Ha Ma3ypax). OH IIpe~CTaBJUJeT C060R o,rum, xopomo COXpaHllBIIIII::HC5I cephalothorax 

C OTJIOMJIeHHOR IIp3BOR lfaCThlO 11 OKOHlfaHUeM rostrum. 3TO 60JIhmOR 3K3eMIIJI5IP, no pa3MepaM 

IIp1l6JIl1)l(alOIJ:IIIiiC5I K 3K3eMIIJI5IPaM, OImcaHHhIM P. <I>3pcTepoM (1973), HaR,n,eHHhIM B OTJIO)l(eHB5IX 

OOf'XHero paKOBlIHHoro lI3BeCTWIKa B Kpay36epre no)]. ,ll;3PlPJIe3 (<I>PaHKOHll5I). 



TABLICA I 

Fig. 1,2. Aspidogaster ZimicoZa (K 0 n i g) 
Fig. 1 - specimen, Fig. 2 - latex east of impres'sion; <ca X 2.5. 
Borehole Olszyny IG-1, depth 1305.0 rn, Lower Muschelkalk 
F.ig. 1 - o'kaz, fig. 2 - lateksowy odlew odcisku okazu; pow. ok. 2,5 X. Otw6r 
wiertniczy Olszyny IG-l, gl~bokosc 1305,0 rn, dolny wapieii rnuszlowy 
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