
GAGE Conference in Poland, 1998 

The work p u p  apl Geospdial Analysis of GIucidtedEmirop1mmts (GAGE) of the INQUA Commis- 
sion OR GIaciah'on was organked beginning in 1994 and began its @cia1 operation with the INQUA 
Congress in 1995. The activities of GAGE f o m  on imestigarions of modern andancient gf~ciated envi- 
ronmenk ~tilizingtechniques of geographic information systems (GIs). Data may be derivedfrom tradi- 
tional metbds o f j d d  mapping,,fi variom lypes of aerial andspacebopwe remote sensing ar well m 
from existing maps and data bases. The eenirdgoals OfGAGE are assernbiy of regional and continental 
GIS dafabases for dkpfay, artaiysb, and interpretation ofgaciated terrain, rn well as for modelling of 
glacier &amtics mdprmesses. Achieving thh goal depends on maw technical tools. The integration 
m d  analysis afvmims kin& of data also requi~es development ofnew conceptgoor gempatial analysis. 
Membwship in GAGE has grown lo more than 100prof~sional scienlisls a~rdscience shrde~~tsfiom all 
parts of the world 

Among the several projects of GAGE! one ofthe most impo~tant is the gfaciodectonic database and 
map for central Europe. This project includes Poland emtern G e r m w ,  Litkuania, Latvia, Estonia, 
Belam, the Ubuine, Russia an$ a~$acent ferritorim bordering the smthwn and easrem margim of the 
Ba[tic basin. The aim of this project is lo compile a comprehemive GIS database on gIaciotectorzicpI~e- 
nomena as well as relaredgeographic o~dgeoiogic feahres. In recog~2iiio~ of thisprdect, GAGE held its 
biennial w o r k - g r q  co$ereme Wmsaw, Poiand, September 25-27, 1998, 

The Polish Geofogica~Imtitute (PGI), Warsaw, sponsored the GAGE meeting andmade all local ar- 
rangements. The orgmizing cornmiltee incfzrded And@ Ber, Lmek Marks, WFVaemar GogoIek, Maria 
Jmtmebskn, and James S. Aber. More than 20peopteparticipated in the confirence. Thescientists and 
science students came *om Belarus, Esfonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Polad  Portugal, Russia, Slovakia, 
Sweden, the Uhairne,  he Unifed Kingdom, md the U~ited States, 

A theme session was he/d on the central Ewopeanglaciotectonic map and GISdatabme projec~ Pre- 
Jrininay national mups were presented for Eelants, Estmia, Germw (northeastern sectm), Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland Rzcssia {KaIiningradsector), and the Ukraine. Presenlatiom were given also on m a v  
o t k  aspects @remote sming and GIs applied lo immtigotion~ ofmodern glaciers and ancient glaci- 
ation A conzplrter demotistration was conducted OH searching the World Wide Web f o p  GIS and re- 
mote-seming databases. Participank practiced seapching for various k i d  of data-digital elevation 
models, aerial a~ldspacephotography, LanAat imagery. mdcompiledmap dame&. For more itforma- 
tion about the GAGE Polixh conference, see http://www.,empo~ia.eddeorthscYgage/meet- 
i~g/warsaw98, hhrrhrr 

Thefobwing articles represent expanded and updatedpapers depivedfrtn the GAGE Polish cot$&- 
ence. The subject matter andgeographic coverage of thae articles are representative of opal andposter 
prese~ations from fhe conference, 
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