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OBITUARY

Ryszard Dadlez
(1931–2008)

On March, 14th we gath ered in the Pow¹zki Cementery in
Warszawa to ex press our last fare well to Pro fes sor Ryszard
Dadlez who passed away on March 5th as a con se quence of ce -
re bral hem or rhage. Thus ter mi nated the earthly life of this out -
stand ing ge ol o gists who ren dered an ex traor di nary ser vice to
the Pol ish Geo log i cal In sti tute and to Pol ish ge ol ogy in gen eral.

Ryszard Dadlez was born in 1931 in a teacher’s fam ily in
Ciechanów — a small Mazovian town north of Warszawa.
Dur ing the years 1949–1953 he stud ied ge ol ogy un der the
tutorship of pro fes sors Jan Samsonowicz, Ed ward
Passendorfer and Stefan Zbigniew Ró¿ycki. While still a stu -
dent he was em ployed on a con tractual ba sis as a re search as sis -
tant at the Pol ish Geo log i cal In sti tute. At first he worked in the
Holy Cross Branch in Kielce, later he moved to Warszawa, to
join the Raw Min er als De part ment and the Ba sic Geo log i cal
Stud ies De part ment. Since 1954 he was em ployed in the De -
part ment of Ge ol ogy of the Pol ish Low lands. This re gional
scope re mained his field of geo log i cal in ter est until the end of
his sci en tific activity.

In his par ent de part ment he served as the head of re gional
groups, at first of that of North ern Po land, af ter that — of Ge ol -
ogy of the Pom er a nian Re gion. In the years 1973–1976 he was
ap pointed the head of the Pe tro leum Ge ol ogy De part ment, later 
(1977–1988) — of the De part ment of Stra tig ra phy, Tec ton ics
and Palaeogeography. 

Par al lel with ad vance ment in ad min is tra tive hi er ar chy fol -
lowed suc ces sive stages of the sci en tific ca reer of Ryszard
Dadlez in the PGI. He ob tained his Ph. D. de gree af ter de fend -
ing the the sis “Stra tig ra phy of the Li assic in west ern Po land”.
In 1975 he was awarded the doc tor habilitus de gree af ter sub -
mit ting the mono graph “Tec tonic stud ies in the area of
north-west ern Po land”. Fi nally, in 1981 he be came a pro fes sor. 
On that year he was ap pointed to the Sci en tific Coun cil of the
PGI, serv ing as its vice-chair man un til 1999, for four suc ces -
sive ten ures. Dur ing that time he was also ap pointed to var i ous
com mit tees and pan els both by the Pol ish Geo log i cal In sti tute
and by su per vis ing governmental in sti tu tions. He was also
elected as vice-chair man of the Com mit tee of Geo log i cal Sci -
ences of the Pol ish Acad emy of Sci ences in the years
1981–1989.

It is true, how ever, that ful fill ing the ad min is tra tive du ties
or hold ing ex ec u tive posts was not the fa vour ite ac tiv ity of Pro -
fes sor Dadlez — first and fore most he was a man of sci ence. He 
was deeply de voted to re gional geo log i cal stud ies in Po land,
par tic u larly of the Perm ian and Me so zoic of the Pol ish Low -
lands. His in ter ests evolved from stra tig ra phy and sed i men ta -
tion to more tec toni cally-ori ented stud ies. Among his 230 pub -
li ca tions there are nu mer ous  de tailed strati graphic and tec tonic
con tri bu tions. How ever, the most re mark able and most ap pre -
ci ated of his achieve ments are broader re gional syn the ses. They 
all bear a char ac ter is tic in di vid ual trait re lated to an out stand ing 
abil ity to syn the size facts while maintaing a con stant re spect for 
de tailed data — plain geo log i cal ev i dence. He did not hes i tate
to for mu late bold, in deed cou ra geous hy poth e ses, re lated
e.g. to the sig nif i cance of salt tec ton ics, the struc tural in ver sion
of the Mid-Pol ish Trough or the Early Palaeozoic tec tonic evo -
lu tion of the Pol ish Low lands area. At the same time, how ever,
he firmly stood on the grounds of empirical evidence while his
interpretations were based on clearly pronounced premises. 

The sci en tific cre ativ ity and re gional knowl edge of pro fes -
sor Dadlez were par tic u larly well ex pressed in his car to graphic
achieve ments. He was keen and bril liant au thor and ed i tor of
var i ous geo log i cal maps, at lases and re gional cross-sec tions.
One should men tion his lead ing role in com pil ing two suc ces -
sive edi tions of the “Tec tonic map of the Zechstein-Me so zoic
com plex in the Pol ish Low lands” (1979, 1998), a sig nif i cant
con tri bu tion to the “Gravimetric at las of Po land” (1996), the



“Geo log i cal map of the Bal tic sea bot tom with out Qua ter nary
de pos its” in the scale 1:500 000 (1999), the “Palaeo geo graphi -
cal at las of the epicontinental Perm ian and Me so zoic in Po -
land” (1998), the “Geo log i cal map of Po land with out Caino zo -
ic de pos its” (1:1 000 000) (2000) and the “Mid-Pol ish Trough
— geo log i cal cross-sec tions” (2001). A de tailed list of his car -
to graphic and other pub li ca tions may be found in the vol ume of 
the Geo log i cal Quar terly (2002, no. 3) pub lished on the oc ca -
sion of the 70th birth day of Pro fes sor Ryszard Dadlez and the
50th an ni ver sary of his sci en tific work. Some of the facts re -
gard ing his life and sci en tific achieve ments were taken from
the bio graphic es say “Ryszard Dadlez and his sci en tific ca reer” 
writ ten for this vol ume by Jerzy Znosko and Sylwester Marek.

Ow ing to his pub li ca tions and par tic i pa tion in in ter na tional
con fer ences Pro fes sor Ryszard Dadlez was widely known
abroad. His pa pers were com monly cited and he was per son -
ally re spected by em i nent Eu ro pean ge ol o gists. Many times I
had an op por tu nity to hear pos i tive opin ions about his sci en tific 
achieve ments ex pressed by our for eign collegues. Of the nu -
mer ous in ter na tional pro jects in which he con trib uted one
should par tic u larly stress his ac tive par tic i pa tion in the
ESF-funded EUROPROBE Programme (1991–2001). This in -
ter na tional co op er a tion re sulted in sev eral im por tant pub li ca -
tions which cemented the sci en tific reputation of Professor
Dadlez both at home and abroad. 

Pro fes sor Dadlez had an enor mous re gional knowl edge of
Pol ish ge ol ogy but he did not con tent him self with pro duc ing
suc ces sive de scrip tive pa pers and mono graphs. In stead he was
al ways open to new ideas in ge ol ogy, wid en ing pos si bil i ties of
new con cepts and ex pla na tions. He was one of the first ge ol o -
gists in Po land who in tro duced and pop u lar ized plate tec ton ics
at  times when this the ory still did not find a place in many uni -
ver sity courses. He also ac tively sup ported in tro duc ing the re -
search strat egy of sed i men tary ba sin anal y sis at the Pol ish Geo -
log i cal In sti tute. For a long time and par tic u larly dur ing the last
years he ap pre ci ated the im por tance of the new gen er a tion of
geo phys i cal meth ods, in clud ing seis mic and po ten tial fields
data pro cess ing. Among other pro jects, he de voted much time
to in sight ful geo log i cal in ter pre ta tions of a wealth of seis mic
data ac quired dur ing the POLONAISE re frac tion and wide-an -
gle re flec tion seis mic pro fil ing pro ject. His sud den death sadly
ended his par tic i pa tion in the in ter pre ta tion of the in ter na tional
CELEBRATION 2000 seis mic pro ject re sults.

The geo log i cal re search con ducted by Pro fes sor Ryszard
Dadlez was com monly closely con nected with pe tro leum ex -
plo ra tion in the area of the Pol ish Low lands (Pol ish Perm -
ian-Me so zoic Ba sin and its base ment). The re sults of his strati -
graphic and tec tonic stud ies con trib uted in an in di rect way and
some times quite di rectly to sev eral oil and gas dis cov er ies in
the Pol ish Ba sin. On sev eral oc ca sions he was ap pointed as a
con sul tant to pe tro leum com pa nies which highly ap pre ci ated
his regional knowledge and experience.

A sep a rate place among the nu mer ous achieve ments of
Pro fes sor Dadlez is taken by his ed i to rial work. He acted as the
sci en tific ed i tor of sev eral mono graphic pub li ca tions and maps, 
but first of all he will re main in our mem ory as a long stand ing
ed i tor-in-chief of Kwartalnik Geologiczny — the Geo log i cal

Quar terly in the years 1976–1997. Ear lier he had been con -
nected with the jour nal as the au thor of many con tri bu tions. In
fact one of the first pa pers ever pub lished in the Kwartalnik
Geologiczny (no. 1; 1957) was his re port on new data on the
Me so zoic of the north ern part of the Pom er a nian seg ment of the 
Mid-Pol ish Swell.  Be fore be com ing the ed i tor-in-chief he
served, in the years 1966 to 1975, as a mem ber of the Ed i to rial
Com mit tee. 

He was a very scru pu lous and ob jec tive ed i tor, car ing much 
about the sci en tific and lin guis tic qual ity of pub li ca tions and al -
ways of fer ing to au thors his price less and un self ish ad vice.
Dur ing the long ten ure of Pro fes sor Dadlez the Kwartalnik
Geologiczny evolved from a jour nal that pub lished mostly lo cal 
and re gional con tri bu tions to the Eng lish-lan guage edi tion with 
a mod ern form and wider scope. It is un doubt edly a per sonal
achieve ment of Ryszard Dadlez that the Geo log i cal Quar terly
was well-pre pared to as pire to at tain its pres ent in ter na tional
po si tion as a jour nal in dexed in the Thomp son ISI  da ta bases.
Af ter re sign ing from the po si tion of ed i tor-in-chief he main -
tained his in ter est in ed it ing the jour nal as a mem ber of the Ed i -
to rial Ad vi sory Board (1998–2002), serv ing as its chair man in
the years 1998–2000.

The di dac tic ac tiv ity of Pro fes sor Ryszard Dadlez in cludes
su per vis ing three Ph.D the ses at the Pol ish Geo log i cal In sti tute, 
as well as pro vid ing nu mer ous re views of Ph.D dis ser ta tions,
and eval u a tions for pur poses of doc tor habilitus and pro fes sor -
ship pro ce dures. He also pub lished sev eral pa pers de voted to
the pop u lar iza tion and meth od ol ogy of the Earth sci ences, par -
tic u larly as re gards tec ton ics. This ac tiv ity was crowned by
pub lish ing in 1994 (with Wojciech Jaroszewski) the text book
“Tec ton ics”. This out stand ing vol ume was awarded in 1995 a
spe cial prize of the Pol ish Acad emy of Sci ences, and even now
it is re garded as one of the best Polish academic textbooks in
the field of Earth sciences.

Pro fes sor Ryszard Dadlez was a mod est per son who did not 
seek ei ther posts or hon ours. Nev er the less, his achieve ments
were ap pre ci ated by the di rec tors of the Pol ish Geo log i cal In sti -
tute and by su per vis ing gov ern men tal agen cies. He was
awarded the State Prize of 2nd rank  (1964) and nu mer ous min -
is te rial and In sti tute dis tinc tions and awards. He also re ceived
state hon ours, in clud ing the Knight Cross of Polonia Restituta
(1989). Per son ally he was very proud of the Golden Badge of
the Pol ish Geo log i cal In sti tute, be ing one of its first re cip i ents. 

Ryszard Dadlez re tired in 2001 but con tin ued to main tain
his in ter est in sci en tific work. In fact sev eral valu able pub li ca -
tions ap peared dur ing his re tire ment. He sorely missed his be -
loved wife Joanna who passed away in 2007 — a sad event
which cer tainly con trib uted to weak en ing his health and op ti -
mism. Nev er the less he was still ac tive and even a few weeks
be fore his death we still met to dis cuss cur rent pro jects and the
plan ning of pub li ca tions. He left an enor mous sci en tific leg acy, 
which, dur ing many forth com ing years, will pro vide a price less 
source of knowl edge on the ge ol ogy of Po land. We all will long 
benefit from his contributions. 

Marek Narkiewicz

198 Obituary


