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This book pres ents the out come of a de -
cade-long re search ef fort by Keuper spe cial ists within the Ger -
man Strati graphic Com mis sion. It is a set of pa pers writ ten in
Ger man by 19 au thors and com bined in a com pre hen sive vol -
ume sum ma riz ing the re sults of 200 years of Up per Tri as sic in -
ves ti ga tions in Ger many. 

The vol ume con sists of six chap ters. Four first chap ters pres -
ent the gen eral as pects of the Ger man Keuper (in tro duc tion, his -
tory of in ves ti ga tion, palaeo ge ogra phy and stra tig ra phy). The
last two in clude a de tailed de scrip tion of the re gional de vel op -
ment of the Keuper de pos its in Ger many (chap ter 5) and their
cor re la tion with those of neigh bour ing coun tries (chap ter 6). It is
worth no tic ing that chap ter 5 con sti tutes al most half of the book. 

The most sig nif i cant, among re cent strati graphic in ves ti ga -
tions pre sented in the book, is the uni fied lithostratigraphic
scheme of the Keuper group for the en tirety of Ger many. Its
new lithostratigraphic units (for ma tions) are de fined in chap -
ters 4.2.3 and 4.2.4. Re sults de rived from other strati graphic
meth ods (biostratigraphy, allostratigraphy and cyclo -
stratigraphy) are pre sented, based on the new for ma tions. This
is very help ful, be cause the lo cal strati graphic schemes are
rather con fus ing. The reader can also find a very clear char ac -
ter iza tion of the Up per Tri as sic de pos its and their de vel op ment, 
including the de scrip tion of Keuper mega cy cles in chap ter 4.5.
The crit i cal dis cus sion of cyclostratigraphic time-in ter pre ta tion 
is also note wor thy,  es pe cially be cause, re cently, this mat ter has 
been fre quently dis cussed by Tri as sic re search ers (chap ter
4.5.8). The con cise sum mary of the se quence strati graphic
mod els for the Keuper de pos its is of par tic u lar im por tance. The 
au thor does not avoid em pha siz ing some weak nesses of the
clas sic se quence schemes and clearly de scribes the com plex ity
of se quence anal y sis of epicontinental bas ins filled pre dom i -
nantly by ter res trial sed i ments. A de scrip tion of lo cal Keuper
stra tig ra phy as well as the com par i son be tween the clas si cal

strati graphic sub di vi sions and the new na tional scheme is pre -
sented in the re gional part of the vol ume. The de vel op ment of
the Keuper in Baden-Würtemberg is par tic u larly well char ac -
ter ized and il lus trated. It is worth noticing also that the book
contains a very rich German Upper Triassic re ferences list
(over 900 publications).

The vol ume is not free of weak nesses, how ever. The list of
con tents is very un clear. The chap ter sub di vi sion is not al to -
gether log i cal, e.g. chap ter 4.1.9 is one and a half pages long but
con sists of six subchapters, all listed in the con tents. Some map
and fig ure de scrip tions are un clear or in com plete. For ex am ple,
the gray tinge on maps, show ing the dis tri bu tion of ma rine sed i -
ments, lacks ex pla na tion (fig. 4.2–4 and 4.2–5). Al most all il lus -
tra tions are in black and white, ex cept the maps of fa cies dis tri -
bu tion. Parts of fig ures in gray are not al ways clear, e.g. the ar -
row show ing ma rine in cur sions dur ing the Late Tri as sic on the
palaeogeographic map is al most in vis i ble. The only ex po sure
pic tured in the book is also in black and white, which is un for tu -
nate be cause for the Keuper de pos its colours are sig nif i cant. 

It is a pity that the chap ter con cern ing Keuper dis con ti nu ities
lacks a dis cus sion of the ero sion/non-de po si tion of sed i ments
prob lem. And fi nally in such a strati graphic work, the au thors
should be more care ful and not place terms such as “Zechstein”
and “Lias” be tween chronostratigraphic units as in ta ble 4.1.1–2.
There are also a few ed i to rial flaws such as an Eng lish cap tion
only for fig ure 4.5–1, as well as a few spell ing mis takes. 

The book is an im por tant com po nent of the Eu ro pean Tri as -
sic lit er a ture not only be cause of the cen tral po si tion of Ger -
many in the Cen tral Eu ro pean Ba sin, but also through its over -
all sci en tific im por tance. Thus, the pub li ca tion is of broad in ter -
na tional in ter est. If pub lished in Eng lish, it would have greater
sci en tific out reach. I look for ward to seeing the vol umes on the
Lower and Mid dle Tri as sic, which are currently in preparation.
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