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PREFACE

This spe cial is sue arose from the ses sion on De vo nian cono dont biostratigraphy held dur ing ICOS I (the First In ter na tional
Cono dont Sym po sium) in Leicester, July 2006. Al though the ti tle of the ses sion is rather gen eral, it fo cussed on spe cific as pects of
De vo nian cono dont biostratigraphy: con straints on the ap pli ca tion of the De vo nian cono dont stan dard zonation, al ter na tive
zonations in shal lower-wa ter and deeper-wa ter fa cies, and graphic cor re la tion. The au thors are from Bel gium, Bul garia, Ger -
many, Great Brit ain, It aly/Bel gium, Mo rocco and Po land. They bring new anal y ses of Up per Si lu rian, Lower De vo nian, Givetian
and Frasnian cono dont suc ces sions from Bul garia, Mo rocco, Po land and Rus sia.

The lim i ta tions of cor re la tion in her ent in the con cept of a De vo nian cono dont stan dard zonation are dis cussed in the first con -
tri bu tion. The fol low ing con tri bu tion by Z. S. Aboussalam and R. T. Becker brings new cono dont data from up per Givetian-basal
Frasnian pe lagic suc ces sions in the Tafilalt (East ern Mo roc can Anti-At las). The au thors in tro duce new cono dont zones and bring
the dengleri Zone to new life. S. Gouwy, J. Haydukiewicz and P. Bultynck produced a graphic cor re la tion of sev eral Frasnian pe -
lagic-neritic suc ces sions from the Tafilalt–Mader re gion. El. Benfrika, P. Bultynck and A. El Hassani es tab lished for the first time
an Up per Si lu rian, Lower De vo nian, Eifelian and lower Givetian cono dont suc ces sion for the north west ern Mo roc can Meseta. I.
Boncheva, V. Sachanski, I. Lakova and M. Yaneva ana lysed the suc ces sion of Up per Si lu rian and Lower De vo nian cono dont fau -
nas from two dif fer ent depositional shelf en vi ron ments in West Bul garia. K. Narkiewicz and P. Bultynck were suc cess ful in con -
struct ing a valu able cono dont zonation for shal low ma rine Givetian de pos its of the Radom–Lublin area in south east ern Po land.
C. G. Miller im proves the use of early Ancyrodella spe cies for cor re lat ing the Mid dle–Up per De vo nian bound ary. His study is
based on the anal y sis of ontogenetic se ries of Pa-el e ments of up per most Givetian–basal Frasnian Ancyrodella spe cies from the
Sub-Po lar Urals (Rus sia).

In this vol ume is also in cluded a con tri bu tion by H. Gholamalian on Frasnian–Famennian bound ary cono donts from Cen tral
Iran. It was not pre sented at the ICOS I De vo nian ses sion but meets the aims of the pres ent is sue. A manu script on Givetian and
lower Frasnian cono donts from the Span ish Cen tral Pyr e nees sub mit ted by J.-C. Liao and J. I. Valenzuela-Rios and pre sented as a 
talk at the De vo nian ses sion in Leicester could not be in cluded in the pres ent vol ume for rea sons of timing. It will be pub lished in
the first Geo log i cal Quar terly is sue of 2008.

We would like to thank es pe cially M. A. Purnell, or gan iser of the ICOS I Sym po sium for bring ing to gether the au thors of the
pa pers pub lished in the pres ent is sue.

Fi nally we are grate ful to all those who agreed to act as re view ers: C. Corradini, S. Gar cia-Lopez, C. Gi rard, B. Kaufmann,
W. T. Kirchgasser, G. Klapper, L. Mi³aczewski, D. J. Over and T. T. Uyeno. With out their ef forts this vol ume could not have been
pub lished.
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