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Władysław Pożaryski
4. 12. 1910–5. 03. 2008

Pro fes sor Władysław Pożaryski passed away on 5 March
2008, and our geo log i cal com mu nity lost one of its most in flu -
en tial and pro duc tive sci en tists. Pro fes sor Pożaryski was ac -
tive in many fields of ge ol ogy for more than 70 years. He was
ex traor di nary tal ented, with the abil ity to syn the size  a va ri ety
of geo log i cal and geo phys i cal data. He com pleted his geo log i -
cal stud ies at  War saw Uni ver sity in 1934. Af ter one year of
work ing at the  uni ver sity (1937/1938), he pur sued  a suc cess -
ful ca reer  at the Pol ish Geo log i cal In sti tute, un til be com ing
pro fes sor emer i tus in 1983. For over ten years, from1952, he
was ad di tion ally em ployed  at the new Geo log i cal Fac ulty of
War saw Uni ver sity. He was a mem ber of the Pol ish Acad emy
of Sci ences, the Deut sche Akademie für Wissenschaften, the
Deutche Akademie der Naturforscher Leopoldina and the
Deut sche Gesellschaft für Geologische Wissenschaften. 

Pro fes sor Pożaryski fo cused on large-scale prob lems of the 
stra tig ra phy and geotectonic evo lu tion of Cen tral Eu rope, and
this is sue is ded i cated to the mem ory of his great work. The pa -
pers gath ered here in tro duce us to se lected  as pects of the re -

gional ge ol ogy and tec tonic evo lu tion of Cen tral Eu rope. The
terrane  model of geotectonic evo lu tion of this part of Eu rope
and the model of tec tonic de vel op ment of the Pol ish-Dan ish
trough are undoubtly the most sig nif i cant con tri bu tions of Pro -
fes sor Pożaryski to  mod ern ge ol ogy. Other of his achieve ments 
ranged from microfaunal stra tig ra phy of the Me so zoic de pos its  
of the Pol ish Low land  to the first de scrip tion of phos pho rus de -
pos its in the Cre ta ceous  of the Vistula val ley. His sci en tific
port fo lio com prises more  than 250 pub li ca tions. Many of these 
were is sued as book-length syn the ses and as geo log i cal maps.
He ed ited, be ing also the main con trib u tor of part of the ba sic
Pol ish geo log i cal mono graph  “Ge ol ogy of Po land” en ti tled
“Tec ton ics” (1974), an other sig nif i cant geo log i cal syn the sis
“Ge ol ogy of the Pol ish Low land” (1962). His last ma jor con -
tri bu tion to geo log i cal car tog ra phy, the “ Tec tonic map of Po -
land dur ing Variscan time” (1992), can be re garded as one of
the first at tempts  to pres ent geo log i cal data in 4D space.
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