
Geological Quarterly, 2003, 47 (1): 63–68

Variability of engineering geological parameters in flood facies sediments
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Flood-deposited, muds are characterised by considerable variability of their lithological characters. This variability reflects the develop-
ment of the river forming the terrace, the geological setting of the drainage basin and the morphology of the flood plain. The lithological
variability of the muds causes great vertical and lateral variability in the engineering geological parameters. Therefore all calculations
based on mean values obtained from laboratory analyses are prove to error. The most reliable values of parameters are obtained from
fieldwork “in situ”.
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INTRODUCTION

The commonly applied lithological classification of flood
facies sediments in river valleys into silty-sandy and loamy
muds, followed by a genetic classification into muds of braided
(wild) and meandering rivers (Leopold et al., 1964; Falkowski,
1980; Myœliñska, 1984; Bozzano et al., 2000) is insufficiently
for engineering geological purposes, as shown below precise.
These subdivisions may suggest that, within the two main
groups, the soils are not variable, have a similar lithology and
possess similar physical and chemical parameters.

Data for muds from the Vistula River valley in the vicinity
of Warsaw, given below, indicate that flood facies sediments
are much more diverse, and that further subdivision is justified
by their engineering geological parameters.

ENGINEERING GEOLOGICAL PARAMETERS
IN FLOOD FACIES SEDIMENTS

There is ever increasing data on the lithology and physi-
cal-mechanical parameters of muds. In general, the data justify
the classification of flood facies sediments into two basic groups
(silty-sandy muds series I, loamy muds series II). This basic sub-
division can be observed during analyses of soil profiles, from
both macroscopic analyses of deposits and quantitative data, i.e.

from statistical (CPT), dilatometric (DMT), and BAT soundings
(Groundwater Monitoring System) (Figs. 1–3). BAT field inves-
tigations of the hydraulic conductivity (kw) indicated a high vari-
ability of this parameter (Fig. 1): for muds series II kw = 1.3 � 10–8

(Kaczyñski, 1997, unpubl.) 2.92 � 10–9 m/s, at the saturation in-
dex (Sr) below 100% (unsaturated soil). For saturated soils the
filtration coefficient determined in the compressional
permeameter GEONOR was 1.4 � 10–8 m/s.

However, compilation of data from a larger area shows sub-
division to be less clear. Table 1, showing the physical proper-
ties of soils, indicates that the ranges obtained overlap in partic-
ular groups of sediments. It is also difficult to pinpoint a param-
eter linked with their identification. Similar conclusions can be
drawn from the analysis of the engineering geological parame-
ters (Tables 2 and 3), although the sub-division is more distinct
in this case.

The large scatter of results of laboratory and field analyses
points to the fact that soils of the flood facies include a large
spectrum of soils characterised by different parameters, neces-
sitating a more detailed engineering geological evaluation of
the valley.

In general, the lithological succession of flood facies sedi-
ments of the Vistula River valley from the vicinity of Warsaw
is as follows: 0.5–2.0 m of silty-sandy mud (silty sands and
silts); followed by 1.0–2.5 m of thick loamy mud (loam to
clay). The topmost part of the succession in urban areas is rep-
resented by anthropogenic soils (embankments). The thickness
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of loamy muds increases from the riverbed towards the margin
of the Pleistocene terrace, concordantly with the stratigraphic
sequence of the Holocene river meanders.

THE LITHOLOGICAL-MECHANICAL
PROPERTIES OF MUDS

The variability of muds formed in the same interval may be
explained by the specific conditions, in which they were

formed. The factors influencing the formation of mud (Fig. 4)
show local variability. This variability results from the interac-
tion of three main factors: type of water level rise, quantity and
type of the transported debris and the geomorphology of the
flood area.

The type of water level rise and its characteristics. The
rapid outflow of water from the river channel, flow rate, high
water level, duration of water rise may differ in particular river
sections. The retreat of floodwater into the river channel may
also vary.

64 Kazimierz Krau¿lis, Krzysztof Laskowski and Emilia Wójcik

Fig. 1. The hydraulic conductivity coefficient (kw) for muds series II

U0 — pore pressure (mH2O); P0 — gas pressure in permeameter (mH2O) at time t = 0

T a b l e 1

Physical parameters of the Vistula River muds from the vicinity of Warsaw

Bogumila Kwasniewska



Quantity and type of material transported by the high water.
This factor varies in relation to the geological setting of the
drainage basin and the transport conditions in particular sec-
tions of the river.

Geomorphology of the flood area. The flood area contains
many forms of different origin, influencing the high water flow
and thus the sedimentation conditions of the transported debris.

In engineering geological mapping it is essential to distin-
guish sub-regions within the flood plain, differing in the type of
the flood facies sediment. They include:

— zones of flow channels; forms with a visible morphol-
ogy and possessing lithological successions different to those
other parts of the flood plain.

— zones with hampered flow and outflow of the high wa-
ters through e.g. dune zones; in this case fine sediment accumu-
lates, which is enriched in organic matter.

CONCLUSIONS

1. The analysis of lithological and geotechnical data for flood
facies sediments in the Vistula River valley in the vicinity of
Warsaw indicates that they are much more diverse than may be
concluded from the commonly used subdivision into two general
groups (braided river muds and meandering river muds).
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Fig. 2. Dilatometer test DMT
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T a b l e 2

Selected engineering geological parameters of the Vistula muds from the vicinity of Warsaw

* — Parameters obtained from fieldwork “in situ” ( CPT, Dilatometer DMT, SLVT sounding); ** — parameters obtained from direct shear apparatus;
*** — parameters obtained from triaxial apparatus

T a b l e 3

Selected engineering geological parameters of the Vistula muds (undivided) from the vicinity of Warsaw

For explanations see Table 2

Fig. 4. Factors determining the lithology of the flood facies sediments



2. The distinct lithological variability of muds and their en-
gineering geological parameters justifies the distinguishing of
sub-regions differing in lithology and physical-mechanical pa-
rameters within the flood plain during cartographic work.

3. The high variability of the soils analysed requires field
analyses, including static, dilatometric and BAT analyses to de-
termine the engineering geological parameters.

4. For unconsolidated soils (e.g. muds), the best realiable
method of characterising Mo (modulus of compressibility) is
DMT sounding (Lunne et al., 1997; Marchetti, 1999;
Kaczyñski and Krau¿lis, 2000, unpubl.).
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