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Ryszard Dadlez 
and his sci en tific ca reer

Ryszard Dadlez was raised in a teacher’s fam ily. His fa ther
was a well-regarded ed u ca tor, teach ing Pol ish and for many
years be ing di rec tor of a sec ond ary school in War saw. He was
also one of or gan is ers of se cret teach ing un der the Ger man oc -
cu pa tion. Ryszard’s mother was also a teacher, al though
professionally ac tive only for a short time. His older sis ter, a
stu dent of the un der ground War saw Uni ver sity, fell dur ing the
War saw Up ris ing as a dis patch-rider in the Home Army bat tal -
ion “Kiliński”. Ryszard did not take part in the up ris ing, being
too young.

He stud ied ge ol ogy at War saw Uni ver sity in the years
1949–1953 un der the guid ance of such famed pro fes sors as Jan 
Samsonowicz, Ed ward Passendorfer and Stefan Zbigniew
Różycki. While still a stu dent, Ryszard was em ployed at the
Pol ish Geo log i cal In sti tute. For a few years he could not find  a
suit able po si tion in the in sti tute, and at last he joined — for a
lengthy pe riod as it was to turn out —  re search on the deep sub -
strate of the Pol ish Low lands. This is the area to which he has
re mained faith ful un til now.  Time passed, and last year he en -
joyed the ju bi lee of his 70th birth day to gether with the 50th an -
ni ver sary of his sci en tific ac tiv ity. In the same in sti tute he at -
tained all the steps of his sci en tific ca reer, ob tain ing in 1965 a
doc tor’s de gree, in 1975 a doc tor habilitus de gree, and in 1981
a pro fes sor ship.

Dur ing all these years the ver sa til ity of his sci en tific
abilities and his in sa tia ble hun ger for knowl edge was notable.
The best proof of this ver sa til ity is the di ver sity of prob lems
treated in the pa pers in cluded in this vol ume, writ ten by au thors 
with whom Ryszard has col lab o rated dur ing dif fer ent stages of
his ca reer.

His first stud ies were de voted to stra tig ra phy, the foun da -
tion of all search for geo log i cal truth. These in ter ests evolved to 
deal with prob lems of re gional ge ol ogy and palaeogeography,
and these in turn led him to a ro mance with tec ton ics. This area
at tracted him greatly and he de voted to it many of his sci en tific
ef forts. There is noth ing strange in this be cause, as writ ten al -
most a cen tury ago by Stanisław Lencewicz, “ … there is no
sci ence above struc tural ge ol ogy — it is the crown of ge ol ogy
it self”.

In this early pe riod, par tic u lar at ten tion should be paid to
the Ryszard’s stud ies of the stra tig ra phy of the Lower Ju ras sic.
The sub di vi sion he pro posed remains valid and ap pli ca ble

across the en tire Pol ish Low lands. It also made pos si ble cor re -
la tion with the coeval de pos its in both west ern and east ern Eu -
rope. This in turn al lowed re con struc tion of the palaeo ge ogra -
phy of the Early Ju ras sic in Po land against a Eu ro pean back -
ground. The stratigraphic achieve ments of Ryszard Dadlez
con trib uted to a wide pop u lar iza tion in Eu rope of the re sults of
Pol ish stud ies on Lower Ju ras sic de pos its.

His ex ten sive strati graphi cal knowl edge al lowed him to
play an out stand ing role and be came very ac tive dur ing the
birth of the first Pol ish strati graphic code, as well as in the stud -
ies lead ing to sys tem ati za tion of the lithostratigraphical sub di -
vi sion of the sed i men tary cover in the Pol ish Low lands. 

His great pro fes sional skill in the area of strati graphi cal,
palaeo geo graphi cal and tec tonic in ves ti ga tions pre dis posed
Ryszard Dadlez to syn the size the re sults. This was ex pressed in 
par tic i pa tion in mod ern sed i men tary ba sin anal y sis con sist ing
in a search for mu tual re la tion ships be tween the struc ture of a
deep crys tal line base ment, sub si dence, sed i men tary fill de vel -
op ment and ba sin in ver sion. 

In the field of re gional geo log i cal stud ies, his pi o neer in ves -
ti ga tions of the deep sub strate of the Bal tic and those of tec ton -
ics of West ern Pomerania re main highly val ued. These stud ies
are of great sig nif i cance to the eval u a tion of the pe tro leum po -
ten tial of those ar eas.

As years passed, Ryszard Dadlez ex panded his tec tonic
stud ies over the en tire area of the Pol ish Low lands. They were
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based on ever more nu mer ous deep wells and more pre cise and
di verse geo phys i cal meth ods. As a re sult of his anal y ses and
interpretations he for mu lated the gen eral prin ci ples of the evo -
lu tion of the Perm ian-Mesozoic cover, dis cov er ing the par tic u -
lar role of synsedimentary ver ti cal move ments and faults. In
ad di tion, he also de scribed the meth od ol ogy of the re search and 
pre pared the clas si fi ca tion of the tec tonic units of the cratonic
cover. Clear ex am ples of the syn the sis of those stud ies
comprise two edi tions of the tec tonic map of the
Zechstein-Mesozoic succession (1980 and 1998) and the at las
of geo log i cal cross-sections across the Mid-Polish Trough, at
the scale of 1:200 000 (2001). These works rep re sent crown ing
achieve ments of Ryszard’s tec tonic ef forts, and should be re -
garded as fun da men tal ref er ences.

Ryszard Dadlez per se vered in pop u lar iz ing the prin ci ples
of plate tec tonic the ory and in his stud ies he endeavoured to tie
tec tonic events at plate mar gins to the struc tural evo lu tion of
epi-cratonic Po land. The best ex pres sion of these in ter ests is his 
con tri bu tion to the ac a demic text-book Tektonika writ ten to -
gether with the late Wojciech Jaroszewski. In 1995 the book
was ranked the best text-book and aworded the Staszic Prize by 
De part ment VII of the Pol ish Acad emy of Sci ences. The re -
view ers con sid ered that this book would re main an im por tant
ref er ence this book for many years. 

As a re sult of his deep in volve ment in stud ies of the deep
struc ture of the Pol ish Low lands, Ryszard be came in ter ested in
prob lems of pe tro leum ex plo ra tion, par tic u larly in the Me so -
zoic successions. He acted as an ex pert for the Com mit tee for
Eval u a tion of Geo log i cal Re search Pro posals re view ing nu -
mer ous pro pos als for deep wells pre pared by the pe tro leum in -
dus try, but above all he him self au tho rized and co-authorized 
many pro pos als for geo log i cal re search aimed at pe tro leum ex -
plo ra tion. These in ves ti ga tions con trib uted to sev eral dis cov er -
ies in the West ern Pomerania area, being a prac ti cal eco nomic
re sult of his sci en tific in qui ries.

Ryszard in her ited from his fa ther a great re spect for the Pol -
ish lan guage, which is so con cise and clear in his pa pers. These
tal ents were man i fest also in his ed i to rial ac tiv ity. For many
years he was the ed i tor of the Kwartalnik Geologiczny — one
of the lead ing Pol ish geo log i cal jour nals. Un der his ed i tor ship
the jour nal be gan its evolution into its pres ent more in ter na tion -
ally ori ented form — the Geo log i cal Quar terly. 

The re sults of Ryszard’s in ves ti ga tions into the deep struc -
ture of the Pol ish Low lands were no ticed abroad, re ceiv ing

large and lively res o nance in the lit er a ture, par tic u larly that of
the neigh bour ing coun tries. Un doubt edly he be longs to a nar -
row elite of the most fre quently cited Pol ish ge ol o gists. 

Ryszard Dadlez readily trav els across Eu rope (and far ther)
tak ing part in in ter na tional sci en tific con fer ences and work ing
meet ings. He is a valu able and use ful part ner, which one of us
(JZ) was able to fre quently observe. He is rather re luc tant when 
it co mes to pub lic dis cus sions, which he dis likes be cause he can 
not at tain per fect ex pres sion in Eng lish. In fact he un der stands
Eng lish well, and is able to fol low dis cus sion with out much
prob lem. How ever, he al ways pro nounces so rarely that among 
the par tic i pants of those sci en tific meet ings he be came known
as “the great si lent”. Nev er the less, while fol low ing a course of
dis cus sion with great at ten tion, he is al ways able to whis per an
appropriate re mark at an ap pro pri ate time, to prompt a good
term or to briefly ex press his opin ion, which is in vari ably well
re ceived.  On such occasions he is in dis pens able. 

Nev er the less, while in Po land Ryszard likes to dis cuss in
smaller groups, and is an en thu si as tic par tic i pant of pub lished
sci en tific dis cus sions. There, he can fully use his tal ent for pre -
cise ex pres sion of ideas and log i cal rea son ing. 

To pres ent a com plete picture of Ryszard Dadlez we must
add his re cep tive ness of a trav el ler with many in ter ests be yond
sci ences. He al ways trav els well pre pared, and versed in the
his tory, nat u ral en vi ron ment and culture of the coun try he vis -
its. He is al ways keen to see as much as pos si ble of
non-geological things, ab sorb ing with cu ri os ity ar chi tec ture,
the beauty of the land scape and art in all its ex pres sions. These
cir cum stances also temper his un com mon, com pli cated, neur -
as thenic per son al ity which did not al ways serve him well in ev -
ery day sit u a tions. This is the source of his dis trust for peo ple,
and the rea son why he finds it difficult to make friend ships and
even ac quain tances. Yet, if he co mes to like some body then
co-operation, al though of ten bris tling with dis putes, can pro -
ceed ef fec tively: fully one-third of his pub lished pa pers were
writ ten in co-authorship. 

Lastly, we wish to ex press — on be half of Ryszard — our
sin cere thanks to all those in di vid u als who sup plied their pa -
pers to this vol ume and in this way con trib uted to the cel e bra -
tion of his ju bi lee. 

                                       Jerzy Znosko and Sylwester Marek
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